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Sunbeam Association for Mission
To serve boys and young men in Jamaica, to provide a safe and nurturing
environment, and to teach the principles of Christian living

Meet Alvin “Junior”
Skinner

“Let us meet each other with a smile, for the smile is
the beginning of love.”
Mother Teresa
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Are you a member of Thrivent? Did you know eligible benefit
members can help direct Thrivent Choice Dollars to non-profit
organizations like Sunbeam? Let’s use our Choice Dollars to
make a difference!
Check it out at: www.thrivent.com

2017 Team Travel Schedule

YOU shop. Amazon gives.
Amazon donates a percentage of the price of your eligible
AmazonSmile purchases to a charitable organization like
Sunbeam. AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know.
Same products, same prices, same service.

Jan. 19-26 Peace, New London
Feb 11-19 Faith, Little Falls
Mar 17-24 Team of Women
April 22-29 Oxlip, Isanti
June 14-21 Ezekiel, River Falls
June 23-30 Woodbury Community
July 6-15 Christ the King, Indiana
July 19-27 Christ Lutheran,
Washington state

July 29-Aug. 5 Iowa

Continue to support Sunbeam by starting your shopping at
smile.amazon.com

Team Coordinator
By Mel Harmon

“What God does in us while we
wait is as important as what it is
we are waiting for.”
John Ortberg

Do you like to wait? What is something you are
waiting for? Prayers to be answered? A new job? More
money? A big change? I am reading a book by Wendy
Pope called, “Wait and See.” This book has provided
lots of opportunity to reflect on the season of wait. We
live in a world where everything is instantaneously;
emailing, texting, instagram, etc. We have been taught
that waiting can be a negative thing. But rather, God
wants us to find peace in His plans and hope in His
pauses while we wait. Some of our sweetest encounters
with God can be during our wait-and-see seasons.
Waiting isn’t easy. However, I challenge you to look
for God and find Him in the middle of your wait.
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Prayer Requests From
Sunbeam
*New "Impact" Program - effectiveness, adjustments for
boys and staff, resources needed
*Healing from the flu for boys and staff
*Continued favor with our creditors and donors
*New partnerships

Stock The Pantry
FOOD….we all need it! Can’t live
without it! Yet it is one of the largest
expenses within our own homes in
addition for Sunbeam, too. Feeding
38 plus boys three healthy meals
requires an abundance of food.

Did You Know…

As you gather around your table with
family during mealtime, pray about
ways that you can contribute to the
food supply at Sunbeam. Maybe your
family can financially sponsor a meal
at Sunbeam? Maybe you can
purchase food items and send them
down with a team going this summer?

*it costs $125 US a day to provide school
lunches for the boys?
*it costs $525 per month to get the boys to and
from school?
*we spend $2500 a month to feed the boys?

Together, we WILL stock the pantry
at Sunbeam!

*it costs $1,652 to provide the boys with one
school uniform and a pair of black shoes?

Do you
have one
of these
cans?
Keep
filling it
with
coins.
Any
amount makes a difference. Mail
your donation to SAM, PO Box
286, New London, MN 56273

*we spend $510 per month on Market supplies
like produce, bread, cereal.
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Keeping Up With Social Media…
Social media is a powerful tool and continues to be on the rise in today’s society.
Sunbeam’s social medias along with the new website has continued to bring in more
people and connections. Who would of thought by posting something here in Minnesota,
it would be able to reach someone in another country that wants to help Sunbeam?
If you are like me, you find yourself checking your Facebook periodically throughout the
day or seeing what others are posting on Instagram. Just imagine if you take a short
amount of time to share the Sunbeam social medias, how many more people we can
reach? This is why I encourage you to share more about Sunbeam; if that is through
Facebook, Instagram or Twitter. We continue to steadily grow, but think what YOU could
do to help Sunbeam.
To learn more about Sunbeam’s social media, feel free to contact Maureen McCarthy
at sunbeammission@gmail.com or find us at:
Facebook: Sunbeam Mission
Instagram: @sunbeammission
Twitter: @sunbeammission
We are also looking to share others photos from past trips on the new website. Check out
the current website at sunbeammission.com

SUNBEAM
CELEBRATION
We will gather together on Saturday, October 7th at
Atonement Lutheran Church in St. Cloud, MN to
once again celebrate Sunbeam. Mark your calendars!
All are
welcome!

A few
memories
from last
year…

Executive Director
Update
By Sherry Bigalke
When you see or hear Sunbeam Boys
Home, what comes to mind? When you
see or hear SAM (Sunbeam Association
for Mission), what comes to mind?
When I think of Sunbeam Boys Home, I
think of boys; needy boys, boys
confused, troubled, angry, happy,
smiling, playing, hugging, crying, loving,
questioning; work projects, devotions,
food preparation, sharing, planting a
seed of hope, life long relationships.
Also of staff with an overwhelming job.
I have experienced all of these emotions
with the boys while at Sunbeam. The
love and respect I feel when I travel to
Sunbeam is beyond anything I could
have imagined. God led me to
Sunbeam. God continues to lead me to
Sunbeam. I must obey.
When I think of SAM, I am overwhelmed
with the commitment and responsibility
of this organization. The dedication and
love of board members, team members,
generous people that continue to donate
to the work at Sunbeam.
SAM sends $1600 to Sunbeam each
WEEK! Sunbeam cannot survive
without SAM. Thank you to each and
every one of you for your continued
prayers and support and generous
donations. We need you and
appreciate you!!
Each of us has a reason, calling for
Sunbeam/SAM. It is between you and
God. Our responsibility is to listen and
follow His direction. My prayer is that
God continue to bless Sunbeam and
SAM through each one of you.
Thank you and God bless you!
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Peace Team, New London

Oxlip Team, Isanti
The Oxlip team just returned from
their week at Sunbeam. A few team
members shared their reflections upon
coming home. Charlie shared, “The
days can be long but never too long in
Jamaica.” Kari Larson commented
that, “One of my favorite sounds is the
5am chatter outside the dorm
windows.”

The Peace team consisted of 16 team members.
Peace has been leading teams to Sunbeam for 20
years. Marti Carlson, a first time traveler to
Sunbeam left with these words; “We left with
prayers of HOPE for the future of the Sunbeam
Boys.”

“Sunbeam Six”-Team of
Women

God placed this team of six women together to spend a week at
Sunbeam. Danae Bruning, a first time traveler said; “Now I
understand the “Sunbeam bug.” After my first visit, I know it won’t
be my last. Songs on the radio bring my mind back to devotions with
the boys and staff. So many sweet memories. My worldview has
changed. I see others in a different way- meeting them where they are
in their life and being less judgmental. God has woven the Holy Spirit
of Sunbeam through my heart. I can't wait for my family to
experience it and understand."
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Faith Lutheran, Little Falls
The Faith team embarked on their 3rd
trip to Sunbeam with a team of 14
members. Gene Hyatt has had the
opportunity to travel all three years. He
shared “I have been to Sunbeam three
times and had three different
experiences. But one theme was in
every one of my trips. Peace of my
heart; a peace that only God can give.”
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SAM Chairman Corner
By Kristy Beissler
Hello Sunbeam Family,
My name is Kristy Beissler and in November of 2016, I humbly accepted the position of Chairman of
the Sunbeam Association for Mission (S.A.M) board. I have been a member of the board for 3 years
and learned many things under the leadership of Pastor Duane Semmler, our previous Chairman. My
family, which includes my husband and four children, (ages 21, 19, 15 and 12) live in Woodbury
Minnesota. We attend Crossroads church in Woodbury. This summer will mark my 7th trip to
Sunbeam and will also see our youngest child travel with us to Sunbeam. Our family has a heart for
Sunbeam and we love to visit as often as we can.
My Sunbeam story began 6 years ago after hearing about Sunbeam children’s home from Mel Harmon.
After several years of hearing of her trips, I finally decided it was time for me to check it out. My oldest
daughter and I travelled with an intergenerational team of parents and their high school students. It
was a life-changing trip and when we came home, both my daughter and I began to share our
“Sunbeam story”. You are reading this newsletter, so I can only imagine that you also have a Sunbeam
connection and “Sunbeam story”. These stories bring to life our mission: To serve boys and young men
in Jamaica, to provide a safe and nurturing environment, and to teach the principles of Christian living.
Your story has impact. It convinces others to join in Christ’s call to be the hands and feet to this world
and go to Sunbeam themselves. It provides opportunities for those that cannot travel to Sunbeam to
gather donation items and contribute financially to Sunbeam. Your story also provides a broader
opportunity to have others praying for Sunbeam…the boys, the staff, and the beautiful country of
Jamaica. We know the needs are great, but we serve a mighty and awesome God.
We have a full schedule of summer mission teams and are excited to see what projects get completed
and how God works and moves in the lives of the mission teams as well as the boys and staff at
Sunbeam. Keep up to date with the summer activities by joining us on social media and our new and
improved website, www.sunbeammission.com. Be sure to “save the date” for the Sunbeam
Celebration 2017, and make sure to come over and introduce yourself and share with me your
“Sunbeam story”.
We thank you for your continued partnership.

“Live your life from the heart. Share from your heart. And your story will touch and heal people’s souls.”
-Unknown
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SAM Board Members
Chair- Kristy Beissler
Executive Director- Sherry Bigalke
Project Coordinators- Gerry Plowman, Dan Kumrow, and
Charlie Lundberg
Team Coordinator- Mel Harmon
Secretary: Maureen McCarthy
Treasure: Don Holland
Members:
Gary Broman

Rick Neyssen

Maureen Miller

Mary Semmler

Kari Larson

Kris Lehman

PO Box 286
New London, MN 56273
Address Correction Requested

Tom Weber

