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Sunbeam Association for Mission
To serve boys and young men in Jamaica, to provide a safe and nurturing
environment, and to teach the principles of Christian living

Richly Blessed
Sunbeam Celebration 2017
Over 120 team members from various states gathered together on
Saturday, October 7th at Atonement Lutheran Church in St. Cloud for a
special night of “celebrating” Sunbeam. The theme this year was
“Mending Boys, Building Men.” This theme was a great reminder of
how team members walk along side the boys to build them up with hope,
love, and encouragement. A devotion, worship songs, delicious meal,
silent and live auctions all made this night special. Thank you for your
generous hearts so we can continue supporting the education, health, and
ministry at Sunbeam.

GOD IS GOOD!

“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is
good, his love endures forever.”
1 Chronicles 16:34

“Mending Boys, Building Men”
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Are you a member of Thrivent? Did you know eligible benefit
members can help direct Thrivent Choice Dollars to non-profit
organizations like Sunbeam? Let’s use our Choice Dollars to
make a difference!
Check it out at: https://www.thrivent.com

2018 Team Travel Schedule
Jan. 10-17 First Lutheran,
Amery
Jan. 17-24 Peace, New
London
YOU shop. Amazon gives.

Feb. 10-18 Faith, Little Falls

Amazon donates a percentage of the price of your eligible
AmazonSmile purchases to a charitable organization like
Sunbeam. AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same
products, same prices, same service.

Apr. 10-17 Oxlip, Isanti
June 12-24 Christ the King,
Indiana

Support Sunbeam by starting your shopping at smile.amazon.com

Team Coordinator
By Mel Harmon
Have you ever wondered what teams really mean to
Sunbeam? Do we make an impact in our short time there?
Here are some reflections:
Mr. Whitley, Superintendent, “The ministry is about the
people. Teams help all of us remember why we are here.
Their humility and compassion is a testament of what our
attitudes ought to be.”

“God’s work done in God’s way
will never lack God’s supplies.”
-Unknown

Daniel Morgan, Sunbeam boy, “Teams do a tremendous job
motivating and inspiring our lives with love. You have
changed our lives and filled them with love, peace, and
kindness. Teams are like a dream come true for us.”
Randy Finnikin, JAM Chair, “Teams enrich the lives of the
boys in many ways and are used by God as one of the main
pillars 2upon which Sunbeam stands.”
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Give to the Max Day

Sunbeam Prayer Requests

GiveMN is on Thursday, November 16. It is
Minnesota’s front door for charitable giving. Search
for Sunbeam Association for Mission and make your
donation. Your donation makes a huge difference!

+Spiritual covering
+Boys adjusting to new schools
+Food supply
+Weekly funds to send the boys to
school and pay bills
+Grade 10 and 11 boys preparing for
CSEC exams- selecting subjects
+Healing for Mrs. Williams’ back

https://www.givemn.org

+Ms. Grizzle’s continued recovery
+Relicensing process- that we will meet
the requirements on time

Sunbeam 2017 Christmas
Ornament

Reminder
to put
your loose
coins in a
jar for
Sunbeam.
Coins add up quickly! Any amount
makes a difference. Mail your
donation to SAM, PO Box 286,
New London, MN 56273

Christmas is just around the corner. Here is a
perfect gift idea; a Sunbeam 2017 ornament.
Cost is $12.50 per ornament (includes shipping).
Please mail your payment to Mel Harmon, 7534
Larabee Avenue NE, Otsego, MN 55301. We
will then mail you your order. This is a simple
way to bless a family member or friend with a
special ornament in addition to blessing
Sunbeam with your purchase.

THANK YOU!
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Executive Director
Sherry Bigalke
20 years ago, November 1997, I embarked upon an adventure
that has impacted my life dramatically. 20 years ago was my
first trip to a place called Sunbeam in Jamaica. It was my first
night at Sunbeam, trying to sleep in the heat, on a very lumpy
mattress, amidst barking dogs and crowing roosters that God
revealed to me the final part of a recurring dream I had had for
4 years. That night I began 20 years of serving, loving,
growing, and learning about Jamaican culture, about being
part of a non profit organization, about how it feels to be so
attached to a group of people 2000 miles away.
Throughout those 20 years, I have experienced such love,
such joy, such frustration, fear, and exhaustion. But during
the entire time, I have felt God with me, with us, leading us
when we didn’t have any idea which way to go! I have seen
troubled boys being given love and a sense of hope. I have
seen amazing successes and tearful failures. The lives
impacted during those 20 years can never be measured.
Lives impacted not only in Jamaica, but here, too. God
knows! One day we will know.
I thank God and each and every one of you for these past
years. Without you, none of this would have been possible.
God has blessed Sunbeam through each of you.
God bless you and thank you for all you do for Sunbeam,
today, tomorrow, and the past 20 years!

Why be a
Volunteer?
It’s not for the money; it’s not
for the fame.
It’s not for any personal gain.
It’s just for the love of
fellowman.
It’s just to send a helping
hand.
It’s just to give a tithe of self.
That’s something you can’t
buy with wealth.
It’s not medals won with pride.
It’s for that feeling deep inside.
It’s that reward down in your
heart.
It’s that feeling that you’ve
been a part.
Of helping others far and near,
That makes you be a
Volunteer!
-Author Unknown
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Life At Sunbeam

“Let brotherly love
continue.”
-Hebrews 13:1

Soccer…a Sunbeam favorite!
Haircut time!

“How good and
pleasant it is when
brothers live together
in unity.”
-Psalms 133:1

Devotion time with puppets!

Go cart races!

Sunbeam “Wish List”
*dictionaries (English and Spanish)

*flash drives

*wash rags

*scientific calculators

*shorts

*2 sets of Church clothes per boy

*5 laptops

*non-slip mats for kitchen
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The Chair Corner
Kristy Beissler
The trees here in Minnesota are starting to change colors and students have made their way
back to school. Summer comes and goes so quickly here, but also at Sunbeam. While the
season change is not as distinctive in Jamaica as it is here in Minnesota, our Sunbeam boys
made their way back to school this fall as well. As I stand in the aisle of my local Target
purchasing school supplies for 2 school age kiddos as well as a few items for our two college
aged students, I often think about all that goes into getting 40 boys ready for school. Not
only supplies, but also the registration process, as well as all the different uniforms needed for
all the different schools our Sunbeam boys attend. We are thankful to the Sunbeam staff that
work to get the boys prepared and ready. Nearly all the boys are now attending school in the
communities around Sunbeam. School time comes after the time of team visits, and so we as
the SAM board encourage teams to think further ahead in the year to what the needs of
Sunbeam might be. Backpacks and school shoes are always needed. Our older boys need
items such as slide rules and graphing calculators for schoolwork. Watch for these items year
round. If you travel to Sunbeam, keep a box handy to toss things in that will get packed the
next trip down. If you are not a traveler to Sunbeam, you can also get in on the fun of
collecting. Contact our Team Coordinator Mel Harmon or any of the board members and
we can make sure your items make it to Sunbeam. Most importantly, be praying for our
Sunbeam boys. It is something we are all able to do. The prayer below is one we use for our
Moms in Prayer group for our local high school. I have adapted some of the wording to
make it a great prayer for our Sunbeam boys. Won’t you please join me in lifting up our
Sunbeam boys in prayer this year?
Lord, we pray for protection for our Sunbeam boys.
We ask that you would guard their hearts and their minds in Christ Jesus.
That you would wrap them up in Your love,
And keep them safe from all evil.
Lord, we pray that you would give our Sunbeam boys great enthusiasm for their studies.
May you ignite and inspire a passion for learning.
May each subject and teacher bring fresh inspiration to their work,
and may they receive encouragement for work well done.
Lord, we pray that our Sunbeam boys would come to know the hope to which they are called.
That their life would be transformed by seeing you at work in their life.
That You would inspire their direction
and gently lead them into their destiny of Your design.
Lord, pursue each of the boys at Sunbeam, so that
they would come to know Your goodness and love,
and would walk in Your freedom and grace forever.
Amen

Thank you again for the many ways you support Sunbeam Children’s Home!
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SAM Board Members
Chair- Kristy Beissler
Executive Director- Sherry Bigalke
Project Coordinators- Gerry Plowman, Dan Kumrow, and
Charlie Lundberg
Team Coordinator- Mel Harmon
Members:
Mary Semmler

Maureen McCarthy

Gary Broman

Rick Neyssen

Don Holland

Kris Lehman

Kari Larson

Tom Weber

PO Box 286
New London, MN 56273
Address Correction Requested

